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Wk 1: Discourse Community

Hey everyone! I wanted to sit down and really think about how my major fits into an idea of a discourse community. Looking at the six characteristics, it’s interesting to see how naturally they map onto what social workers do every single day. Here is how I see it breaking down in this field:
1. Common Public Goals
[bookmark: _Int_UrJdD6mB]In social work, the main goal is not a mystery. It’s rooted in social justice, enhancing human well-being, and helping meet the basic needs of all people, especially those who are vulnerable or oppressed. Everything we learn and do is driven by this shared mission to empower people and fix systemic issues.
2. Mechanisms of Intercommunication
Nationally, we have organizations like the NASW (National Association of Social Workers), but on a day-to-day level, it’s heavy on staff meetings, case conferences, community forums, and even online portals where professionals share resources and coordinate care for clients.
3. Participatory Mechanism to Provide Information and Feedback
This is basically how we use those communication channels to actually get things done. In our field, this looks like peer supervision, clinical consultations, and interdisciplinary team meetings. We constantly bounce ideas off each other, give feedback on difficult cases, and share updates on community resources to make sure we're providing the best support possible.
4. Uses and Possesses One or More Genres
Social work is incredibly heavy on specific genres of writing. There is constant producing of case notes, psychosocial assessments, treatment plans, grant proposals, and court reports. Each of these documents have a specific structure and purpose that everyone in the field instantly recognize and understands.
5. Specific Lexicon (Acronyms and Jargon)
I feel like the jargon is endless. If you are not in the field, it can sound like a totally different language. There is constant tossing around terms and acronyms like DSM-5, strengths-based perspective, self-determination, person-in-environment (PIE), CBT, and mandated reporting. It helps communicate specific ideas, comments etc to each other really quickly.


6. Threshold Level of Members with a Degree of Relevant Expertise
To really work within this community, there is a clear hierarchy of expertise and ability. You start as a student absorbing the foundational ethics, and then you move into the field with a BSW or an MSW. From there, you have seasoned professionals, licensed clinical social workers (LCSWs), and supervisors who keep the standards high and mentor the newer members entering the profession.
Reflecting on all of this, it’s interesting to realize that just by going through this program and learning how to write these assessments and use this specific language, I’m actively transitioning into this massive, meaningful discourse community. It makes all the intense coursework feel a lot more connected to the real world!
